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Hello Friends,

This capital campaign is more than just raising money. 
Part of our prayer for the “Expanding Grace” campaign 
is that our entire church would develop an even deeper 
relationship with Jesus. There is no better way for this 
to happen than with daily time set aside to be with 
God. This devotional guide is designed to go along with 
many of the themes we will be talking about during 
our sermon series and in our Home Churches. So we 
encourage you to make it a part of your daily routine, 
but if you miss a day, don’t stop, just pick it up the next 
day.

At the end of this time we will be asking everyone in 
our GracePoint Community and beyond to commit to a 
three-year pledge to the “Expanding Grace” Campaign. 
Your commitment in prayer and giving will make it 
possible for us to move into all that God has for us in the 
years to come.

Thanks for taking this first step 
with me in what will be a great 
new move of God’s Spirit at 
GracePoint. I am so blessed by 
all that God has done through 
GracePoint over these past 14 
years and even more excited to 
see all that God is yet to do as we 
Take Our Next Step with Jesus.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Steve



Helpful tips to make the most of this guide:

1. Select a specific time that best fits your life.

2. Choose a specific place that is free from distractions.

3. Consider using this guide as a family devotional.

4. If you miss a day, just pick it up where you left off.

Each devotion is divided into three parts: Read, Reflect and Notes

READ – Read the entire passage from your own Bible! If you have time,

read the surrounding verses to get a good idea of the context. The

devotional only has part of the passage so make sure you don’t just

use the devotional.

REFLECT – Read the reflective thought that helps explain the passage.

Spend some time asking yourself how it applies to you. Maybe God has

given you a different insight. Pay attention to that. God is speaking to

you.

NOTES – Write down any thoughts, inspirations or questions that

God reveals to you during your time with Him.



Day 1

Title

Sacrifice
My Time

Eph 5:14-16

This is why it is said:
“Wake up, sleeper,
rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on 
you.”
15 Be very careful, then, 
how you live—not as 
unwise but as wise, 16 
making the most of every 
opportunity, because the 
days are evil.

Wow! That is intense. Paul tells us to not be unwise, 
to wake up and take notice of the evil days around us. 
Some read this and only focus on the evil days and 
then say why bother. What is easy to miss is the call of 
sacrifice in regard to my time. We are called to make 
the most of every opportunity. 

How do you see the different times of your day? Are 
they separated from Jesus because they are not at 
church or are there ways to see what happens at home, 
work or play as important opportunities to share the 
love of God? How can you treat your time differently 
this week?

Read Reflect

S AC R I F I C E

Day 2

Title

Sacrifice
My Money

Luke 21:1-4

As Jesus looked up, he saw the 
rich putting their gifts into the 
temple treasury. 2 He also saw 
a poor widow put in two very 
small copper coins. 3 “Truly I tell 
you,” he said, “this poor widow 
has put in more than all the 
others. 4 All these people gave 
their gifts out of their wealth; 
but she out of her poverty put 
in all she had to live on.”

God cares about what we give, and I am sure He 
takes notice of how much. However, I think it 
is much more important to Jesus how we give. 
The widow did not seem to hesitate about giving 
such a large percentage of her income. She 
wasn’t looking to what others thought of her, 
but only what pleased God.

Is there a sense that God is first in my life? Does 
my giving reflect that? How are we seeking to 
please God with our money? What would truly 
be a sacrifice when it comes to giving above and 
beyond your normal giving?

Read Reflect

S AC R I F I C E



Day 3

Title

Sacrifice
For Something 
Bigger

Matt 6:9-13

“This, then, is how you 
should pray: “‘Our Father in 
heaven, hallowed be your 
name, 10 your kingdom 
come, your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.
11 Give us today our daily 
bread. 12 And forgive us 
our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors.
13 And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us 
from the evil one.

I love the Lord’s prayer for many reasons, but one of 
my favorite things about it is how the language is all 
either in the plural (us/our) or it refers to God’s desire 
(Your). We are called to not only pray this prayer, but 
let it come out in everything we do. We don’t just 
pray for forgiveness; we should be offering it. There 
is a deep call to trust God for provision and to help 
us deal with everyday life. The really powerful thing 
that rises from the text is that when we do these 
things and trust God, not only are our lives better, 
the kingdom of God is made present. God wants 
us to sacrifice our selfish ambitions and join Him in 
something way bigger.

Where can you make the kingdom known this week?

Read Reflect

S AC R I F I C E

Day 4

Title

Sacrifice
My Coolness

Rom 12:1-2

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, 
in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 
God—this is your true and proper worship. 
2 Do not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.

This sacrifice will leave us not 
looking like others. In fact, others 
will probably say we are crazy. But 
God calls us to be transformed into 
His image and likeness and to be 
a living sacrifice. Not of the world, 
but living in it as a person sold out 
completely to God’s desires.

Where are the places you go with 
the flow the most? Why do you 
think that is? Choose one thing 
today and swim against the stream.

Read Reflect

S AC R I F I C E



Day 5

Title

Sacrifice
For Others

Phil 2:5-11
In your relationships with one another, have the 

same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in 

very nature God, did not consider equality with 

God something to be used to his own advantage; 

7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the 

very nature of a servant, being made in human 

likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a 

man, he humbled himself   by becoming obedient 

to death—even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God 

exalted him to the highest place and gave him 

the name that is above every name,10 that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow,   in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every 

tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father.

This passage tells us that we are called 
to act like Jesus. That is what it means to 
be a Christian. We are called to consider 
other people and their needs, not to be 
selfish and only look out for “number 
one”. This is a thought that is very 
different from the world around us. The 
main reason we are building this new 
building is so that more people can hear 
and be transformed by the good news 
of Jesus.
Who do you want to hear the 
Good News? Pray for them and for 
opportunities to tell them about God. 
What is the hardest part about serving 
others? 

Read Reflect

S AC R I F I C E

Day 6

Title

Paul II Cor. 11:24-26a

“Five times I received from the 
Jews the forty lashes minus 
one.  Three times I was beaten 
with rods, once I was stoned, 
three times I was shipwrecked.  
I spent a night and a day in the  
open sea.  I have been in danger 
from rivers, in danger from 
bandits, in danger from my own 
countrymen…”

That is an impressive lifestyle of loyalty and 
dedication to a cause. Paul was thoroughly 
convinced that Jesus was the Christ, the Son 
of God.  Is my commitment to Christ and His 
Church such that I would willingly suffer to see 
the good news shared with others?  Probably 
not.  There are those, however, in my sphere of 
influence with which I can share my personal 
testimony. 

How committed to the “great commission” am I 
really?  Let us pray for that desire to be placed on 
our hearts then share Jesus with confidence and 
conviction.

Read Reflect

COMM I TM EN T



Day 7

Title

Habakkuk Hab. 3:17,18
“Though the fig tree does not bud and 
there are no grapes on the vines, though 
the olive crop fails and the fields produce 
no food, though there are no sheep in the 
pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will 
rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God 
my Savior.

Job 1:21
“Naked, I came from my mother’s womb, 
and naked I will depart.  The Lord gave 
and the Lord has taken away; may the 
name of the Lord be praised.”

Habakkuk was a man of great faith 
who had committed his life and 
circumstances to God’s will.  How 
difficult is it to continue to trust God 
when things are not going well?  Are 
you able to commit yourself to God’s 
care “even if” that which you fear most 
is looming on the horizon?  

What of Job?  What steps can you take 
today to be ready for the “even if” and 
“what if” challenges you may face?

Read Reflect

COMM I TM EN T

Day 8

Title

Mary, sister of 
Lazarus and 
Martha

Mt. 26:7
“a woman came to Him with an alabaster 
jar of very expensive perfume, which she 
poured on his head as he was reclining 
at the table.  When the disciples saw this, 
they were indignant. ‘Why this waste?’, they 
asked.  This perfume could have been sold 
at a high price and the money given to the 
poor.”

Mark 12:30
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.”

It was not an uncommon practice to 
anoint someone with oil to express 
deep devotion.  Expensive?  Yes. 
Could this have been Mary’s nest 
egg for the future?  Possibly.  

How have you committed your 
future to Jesus?  Which is harder 
to do – put your financial future in 
the hands of Jesus or endure the 
criticism that may come with it?  
How can you invest in God and His 
Church with all your “heart, soul, 
mind and strength”? 

Read Reflect

COMM I TM EN T



Day 9

Title

Zacchaeus Luke 19:8,9a
“But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the 
Lord, ‘Lord, Lord! Here and now I give half 
of my possessions to the poor and if I have 
cheated anybody out of anything I will pay 
back four times the amount. Jesus said 
to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this 
house.’ ”

Rom. 10:9,10
“That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus 
is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  
For it is with your heart that you believe and 
are justified, and it is with your mouth that 
you confess and are saved.” 

Zacchaeus was a hated, cheating 
tax collector whose ambition 
to succeed at all costs cost him 
everything.  And then he met Jesus.  
The word commitment evokes 
thoughts of long-time loyalty and 
admirable dedication to a person or 
cause. How does Zacchaeus fit into 
this?   

Are you familiar with the phrase, 
“put your money where your 
mouth is”? How does this phrase 
and the verses in Romans illustrate  
Zacchaeus’s desire to be “all in” with 
Jesus?

Read Reflect

COMM I TM EN T

Day 10

Title

Jesus Luke 4:17-19
“The scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
was handed to Him.  Unrolling 
it, he found the place where it is 
written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on 
me, because he has anointed me to 
preach good news to the poor.  He 
has sent me to proclaim freedom 
for the prisoners and recovery of 
sight for the blind, to release the 
oppressed, to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor.”
John 19: 30a
“It is finished.”

There is no greater example of commitment to 
God than His own Son Jesus.  Jesus completely 
understood the Father’s plan of salvation and 
was committed to seeing it through to the very 
end which for him meant death.  He was not one 
week, one day, one hour or one minute short 
of completing his purpose on earth to take the 
punishment for our sins.  
“Father, I am humbled by your love for me.  It is my desire 
to live as you would want me to live; to love as you would 
want me to love; and to share your good news with those 
around me. Fill me with a desire to please you even when 
I feel like others are more capable. Give me the strength 
and courage to resist the darts of the enemy and make 
me into your very likeness. It is in the name of Your Son 
Jesus that I pray. Amen”

Read Reflect

COMM I TM EN T



Day 11

Title

Where is My 
Hope?

Psalm 39:7
7 And now, Lord, what do I wait 
for and expect? My hope and 
expectation are in You.

Philippians 1:6 
6 …he who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of 
Christ Jesus.

Often, I feel like my life is in a stage of waiting on 
the Lord. Changes either in or out of my control 
keep me from feeling like I’m moving forward. 
What I don’t realize is that there is treasure in 
the waiting. God is prepping me, teaching me, 
correcting me so that I can be ready for what lies 
ahead. My life might look dormant to the world, 
but to the Lord it is being pruned for blossoming. 
In these times, I need to remember that the Lord 
has a plan that he will see through to the end.

What might God be working on in your life right 
now? Are you allowing Him to take His time to 
do that good work or are you pushing forward 
without Him?

Read Reflect

E X P EC TAT I ON

Day 12

Title

Expectations 
of Others

2 Corinthians 5:16

16 “So from now on we regard 
no one from a worldly point of 
view. Though we once regarded 
Christ in this way, we do so no 
longer.”

I have a bad habit of making snap judgements 
about people; the mom taking a selfie at the 
park, the teen wearing all black, the guy driving 
the car that just cut me off on the road. Often 
those judgements are not positive. But the 
Bible tells us to stop looking at people based 
on worldly standards and start seeing them as 
God does. If we don’t, we might miss out on 
a life-changing relationship in the same way 
many missed out on Christ himself.

What types of people do you find yourself most 
judgmental towards? What can you do to see 
them as the person God made them to be?

Read Reflect

E X P EC TAT I ON



Day 13

Title

Just Ask Philippians 4:6
6 “Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situation, 
by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God.”

Matthew 9:22
22 Jesus turned and saw her. 
“Take heart, daughter,” he said, 
“your faith has healed you.” And 
the woman was healed at that 
moment.

I have found myself having pretty low 
expectations when it comes to prayer. I ask 
for things expecting that they will probably 
not go as planned, especially when it involves 
someone’s health. Life has taught me that 
miracles don’t happen every day. Although it 
may be true that God sometimes answers no 
to our prayers, I forget that it is our attitude, 
not God’s, that most matters when we pray. If I 
prayed expecting God to move, what miracles 
could happen then?

Is there anything you have been praying half-
heartedly for? Push out your doubt and pray 
with your whole heart today.

Read Reflect

E X P EC TAT I ON

Day 14

Title

Expecting the 
Unexpected

Ephesians 3:20-21
20 “Now to him 
who is able to do 
immeasurably more 
than all we ask or 
imagine, according 
to his power that is 
at work within us,
21 to him be glory 
in the church and 
in Christ Jesus 
throughout all 
generations, for ever 
and ever! Amen.”

This simple ending to Paul’s letter to the church at Ephesus 
speaks volumes. Paul, who was writing from prison, had 
already had his life dramatically changed in a way that he 
never imaged. He had gone from persecuting the new 
Christian church to propagating it. I’m sure that was a 
change he never imagined would happen. Sometimes I 
think I see clearly where my life is headed, then a door 
gets shut in my face. Paul reminds us here to think bigger. 
Sometimes the things we wanted are nothing compared to 
the wonderful things God has in store.
What area of your life would you most like God to change? 
What would that part of your life look like if you allowed 
yourself to dream big? Pray that God does something 
immeasurably more than you could ask or imagine.

Read Reflect

E X P EC TAT I ON



Day 15

Title

Going Above 
and Beyond

Genesis 24:17-19

17 “The servant hurried 
to meet her [Rebekah] 
and said, “Please give 
me a little water from 
your jar.” 18 ““Drink, 
my lord,” she said, and 
quickly lowered the jar 
to her hands and gave 
him a drink.” 19 “After 
she had given him a 
drink, she said, “I’ll draw 
water for your camels 
too, until they have had 
enough to drink.”

In this passage, Abraham has sent his servant to find a 
wife for his son, Isaac. The servant prayed that he would 
know the right girl if she offered to water the ten camels 
he had accompanying him, also. He was looking for a 
woman who would go above and beyond what was 
expected of her and found that in Rebekah. Rebekah 
would go on to become the mother of the nation of 
Israel, a nation meant to bless all peoples with God’s love. 
Imagine the amazing work God will do through us if we 
look for opportunities to go beyond just what’s expected.

Is there an area in your life in which you can go above and 
beyond? Pray for opportunities to help others in ways 
that show them the amazing love of the God we serve.

Read Reflect

E X P EC TAT I ON

Day 16

Title

Room for Me 1 Kings 8:41-43;
Luke 2:36-38

“She never left the temple 
but worshiped night and 
day, fasting, and praying…”

Solomon’s temple was dedicated with a specific 
prayer for the foreigner to have a place for worship.  
The temple in Jesus’ time had been expanded by 
Herod the Great to include specific courts inside the 
Temple walls for Gentiles and Women to gather and 
worship God; however, they were still separated from 
full inclusion.

God designed the place of worship in such a way that 
the faithful are never excluded.  There is always a place 
with room for the foreigner, the least of society, and 
the broken to worship God faithfully. 

What are some ways you see God make room for you 
to serve him faithfully?

Read Reflect

F A I T H F U L N E S S



Day 17

Title

A Way For Me Lev 12:6-8; 13:21-22, and 
15:14

“…if she cannot afford a 
lamb then she is to bring 
two doves or pigeons, one 
for a burnt offering and 
one for a sin offering.”

Doves were offered by women, the poor, the 
sick, and the foreigner to make atonement. Once 
atonement is made the person is deemed clean and 
allowed to join life both in the community and in 
worship with the congregation. 

While discussing laws about discharge and 
uncleanness makes us uncomfortable, these 
passages show us that not only has God made room 
for us to worship Him but He has made a way for us 
to worship Him faithfully. No one (women, the poor, 
the sick, or the Gentile) is excluded from worship.

What are some ways we see God making a way for us 
to worship him today? 

Read Reflect

F A I T H F U L N E S S

Day 18

Title

A Safe Place 
for Me

Mark 11:11; and 11:15-17

“…He looked around at 
everything…”

We can imagine Jesus moving through the Temple 
courts, intent on faithfully attending to his prayers 
and sacrifices as all Jewish men were to do at the 
Passover. But what he sees there is a madhouse. The 
sanctity of the Temple exchanged for the noise of the 
marketplace, and the faithful excluded from worship.  

Jesus “looked around at everything” to return the 
next day with a “to-do” list full of wrongs to set right.

If we looked around with the lens of Jesus, are there 
places that we would see the safety of others to 
worship at risk?

Read Reflect

F A I T H F U L N E S S



Day 19

Title

Making it Right Mark 11:15-17

“He overturned the 
tables of the money 
changers and the 
benches of those 
selling doves…”

Mark tells us that merchants were using the Temple as a 
shortcut from the city to the Mount of Olives. The court 
of the Gentiles, as a place for godly non-Jews to worship 
in safety, was turned into a noisy, smelly marketplace. The 
unique sacrificial doves made into items for barter creating 
barriers for women, the sick, the poor, and the gentiles to 
worship. 

Jesus sets it right in a single day. He moves quickly and 
decisively to upset the status quo of the religious leaders 
and their merchants to return the Temple Mount to its 
dedicated purpose: “A house of prayer for all…”

Ask: In what ways can we make things right with those 
around us (our homes, communities, and the whole world)?

Read Reflect

F A I T H F U L N E S S

Day 20

Title

God is Faithful Mark 11:15-17, Isaiah 56:3-8, 
and Jeremiah 7:11

“… and [I will] give them 
joy in my house of prayer… 
for my house will be called 
a house of prayer for all 
nations.”

Tom Wright wrote “The temple had been intended 
to symbolize God’s dwelling with Israel for the 
sake of the world; the way Jesus’ contemporaries 
had organized things it had come to symbolize not 
God’s welcome to the nations but God’s exclusion 
of them.”

What are ways that we can be sure that we turn 
outward in generosity toward the new community 
we are going to meet rather than turning in on our 
own selves?

Read Reflect

F A I T H F U L N E S S



Day 21

Title

Hooray for Giving! 2 Corinthians 9:7

Each of you should give what 
you have decided in your 
heart to give, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver.

Giving is supposed to be something that 
makes us rejoice. Woohoo! We get to take 
something that we possess and hand it over to 
bless others! And we get to decide in our own 
hearts what that looks like. It is normal to not 
feel happy when we are manipulated or forced 
into situations where there is an obligation to 
give. But when it is our idea and we know that 
our gift is impacting something special – that 
feels good.

Would you consider yourself a cheerful giver? 
How do you decide in your heart what to give? 
Challenge: Give a gift to someone today that 
brings the both of you joy.

Read Reflect

G I V I NG

Day 22

Title

Watch what 
God does 
with your 
Generosity

Malachi 3:10

“Bring the whole tithe 
into the storehouse, 
that there may be food 
in my house. Test me 
in this,” says the LORD 
Almighty, “and see if I 
will not throw open the 
floodgates of heaven 
and pour out so much 
blessing that there will 
not be room enough to 
store it.”

Long before God sent his prophet Malachi, Abraham gave 
God a tithe (or tenth) of everything that he possessed 
(see Genesis 14). Later, God commanded his people, the 
Israelites, to do the same. But, the Israelites in Malachi’s 
day were unfaithful in their giving. In fact, God said that 
they were robbing him by withholding their offerings 
(Mal 3:8). So God gave them a challenge to give to Him 
generously and then stand back and watch how he would 
return that blessing beyond their wildest imagination. 
How do you feel about God asking us to test Him? What 
makes this okay?  Has there been a time when you have 
given something beyond the ordinary and the Lord clearly 
returned a blessing to you? Challenge: Share a story of 
God’s generosity with someone who can be encouraged 
by your testimony.

Read Reflect

G I V I NG



Day 23

Title

Better than 
Receiving

Acts 20:35

“In everything I 
did, I showed you 
that by this kind of 
hard work we must 
help the weak, 
remembering the 
words the Lord 
Jesus himself said: 
‘It is more blessed 
to give than to 
receive.’”

In his farewell speech to the church in Ephesus, the Apostle 
Paul exhorted Jesus’ disciples (us included) to live out the 
very words of their Lord and care for those in need. He 
quoted Jesus’ famous words (often rephrased around the 
holidays) “it’s better to give than to receive.” Jesus and 
Paul were not wealthy by the world’s standards, but they 
both gave their whole selves to God’s work. Sacrificing 
everything, they continued to speak about how they were 
blessed.  

Why do think we are more blessed when we give than when 
we receive? What are some ways we can give besides just 
money and tangible presents? What is the hardest thing for 
you to give away? Challenge: Help someone today who 
needs something you possess more than you do.

Read Reflect

G I V I NG

Day 24

Title

Eternal 
Investments

Luke 12:33-34

Sell your possessions 
and give to the poor. 
Provide purses for 
yourselves that 
will not wear out, a 
treasure in heaven 
that will never fail, 
where no thief comes 
near and no moth 
destroys. For where 
your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.

Worldly treasures are temporary. We won’t be driving our 
sports car into heaven or bringing our cash reserve with us 
into the next life. Jesus says the best investments are the 
things that have eternal implications. How we love God and 
people will have an impact for eternity. When we use our 
resources for things that please God (i.e. helping the poor, 
supporting missionaries, etc.) we are making kingdom invest-
ments. Jesus wants our hearts to be focused on Him first and 
not on our wallets, our possessions, or our success.

What do you say is your greatest treasure and where does 
it have its greatest returns, earth or heaven? Does the way 
you spend your time and money reflect what you say is your 
greatest treasure? Challenge: Take a step today to prioritize an 
investment that will last in eternity.

Read Reflect

G I V I NG



Day 25

Title

Giving 
our best 
to God

Leviticus 23:10-13

10 …When you enter the land I 
am going to give you and you 
reap its harvest, bring to the 
priest a sheaf of the first grain you 
harvest… 12 … you must sacrifice 
as a burnt offering to the LORD 
a lamb a year old without defect, 
13 together with its grain offering 
of two-tenths of an ephah of the 
finest flour mixed with olive oil—a 
food offering presented to the 
LORD, a pleasing aroma—and its 
drink offering of a quarter of a hin 
of wine.

When God instructed the Israelites how to bring an 
offering to his Holy Tabernacle (temple), He made 
it clear that they were to bring the very best of their 
possessions. They were directed to bring the firstfruits 
of their harvest and animals that had no flaws. Human 
instinct may have been to give God the less desirable 
fruit and meat, but He wanted them (and us) to trust 
Him with the finest offerings. We know from the Gos-
pels that Jesus was called the “Sacrificial Lamb” who 
was without blemish. So not only were the Israelites’ 
gifts honoring God, but they were pointing to the 
Savior of the World who is worthy of the best. Our gifts 
should do the same.

Where are your best gifts going? Is giving to God a 
first fruit for you or is it something you consider a bit 
further down the line after other items are checked off 
the list? Challenge: Reflect on your current method for 
spending, giving, and paying bills. Is there a different 
order or structure that you can do things to better 
honor God in this area?

Read Reflect

G I V I NG

NOT E S :



NOT E S :





Our Passion is to:

Take our Next step with Jesus.

We believe our Journey as a Christian is never 

done. We desire to keep growing. The direction 

we step is toward Jesus, the one that we follow. 

And we believe that Scripture is clear that the 

best way to do these things is together.

gracepointontario.org


